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Executive Summary 
 
Grassroots International works to create a just and sustainable world by building alliances with 
progressive movements.  We provide grants to our global south partners and join them in 
advocating for social change.  Our primary focus is on land, water and food as human rights and 
nourishing the political struggle necessary to achieve these rights.   
 
Grassroots takes a partnership-based approach to grant making.  We tend to fund groups for 
several years in order to develop meaningful, reciprocal relationships and to invest in the 
organizations’ capacity. Central to our partner-relationships is Grassroots’ commitment to 
transfer resources from donors in the United States to movements in the Global South including 
Latin America, the Caribbean and the Middle East. By offering long-term, consistent support, 
grassroots organizations are able to plan accordingly and develop the infrastructure and projects 
needed to ensure their viability and effectiveness in the social movements in which they 
participate and lead. 
 
At Grassroots, we have two key constituencies - the dynamic and progressive organizations and 
movements at the core of our program as well as the thousands of Grassroots supporters who 
reside principally in the U.S. Our movement partnerships are primarily peasant organizations 
committed to creating structural change at the local, national and international levels, using both 
advocacy and community-building strategies. Grassroots’ partners are involved with a variety of 
issues, but most embrace the framework of securing resource rights and food sovereignty for 
people who have been economically marginalized and traditionally excluded from power. The 
voices and policy perspectives of our partners inform and guide our work. Through the Global 
Lynx program, Grassroots strives to help our Global South partners build stronger relationships 
with one another as well as to pursue alliances in the Global North to influence U.S. policies and 
those of international institutions.  
 
In 2005, we launched the Resource Rights for All Initiative, a holistic program of international 
grantmaking, communications, education, and advocacy work on U.S. trade and agriculture 
policies.  The program seeks to change policies that threaten basic human rights to land, food and 
water, paying particular attention to the cross-cutting issue of food sovereignty. Through this 
initiative, Grassroots has worked in collaboration with groups like the National Family Farm 
Coalition domestically and the Via Campesina, an international network of small farmers, fishers 
and other small producers. Many of our international partners are Via Campesina members. The 
Resource Rights for All Initiative is guided and supported by a dynamic 19 member international 
Resource Rights Advisory Council consisting of academics, social change leaders, and 
environmental, human rights and sustainable development activists from around the world. 
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Many of our partners, previously organized within our country programs, are now included 
under our Resource Rights thematic focus. A few examples of the work that falls under this 
Resource Rights theme are: access to land and water resources; food sovereignty, women’s 
development; capacity building and leadership development for rural and indigenous people; 
human rights; sustainable livelihoods and alternative income-generation; and globalization from 
below - research, education and advocacy. 
 
In addition to supporting our core resource rights work, donors may restrict their support to a 
specific country program or thematic area, allowing Grassroots to provide funding to program 
partners in all geographic areas working on that given theme, or within a country.  Examples of 
themes include women’s rights, human rights, sustainable agriculture, and environmental issues. 
 
RESOURCE RIGHTS FOR ALL INITIATIVE GRANT MAKING 
 
Grassroots’ primary, but not exclusive, commitment is to our existing partner organizations in 
the Global South that work predominantly in rural areas and use a resource rights and food 
sovereignty analysis to guide their social mobilizations, advocacy campaigns and community-led 
development. Grassroots provides grants in three interrelated categories: 

• movement-building 
• sustainable livelihoods 
• human rights defense 

 
In 2006, 66 percent of our grants focused on Resource Rights. In addition, Grassroots 
International provides occasional material aid support such shipments of medicine to Gazan 
clinics, while our Global Lynx program facilitates connections and learning exchanges between 
and among organizations. Grassroots currently works in Brazil, Mexico, Haiti, and Palestine, and 
in other parts of the world through the Via Campesina. 
 
Brazilian Resource Rights Partners and Projects 
 
Brazil’s official approach to development has emphasized models that leave a majority of 
citizens out of the picture. Enormous inequalities wrack Brazilian society, where 60% of the 
population shares just 15% of all wealth. Yet indigenous peoples, rural landless workers and 
urban slum dwellers are at the forefront of a movement striving to counter these trends and build 
an economy that serves all citizens.  
 
Grassroots International’s Brazil Program, begun in 1998, focuses on two key issues: equal 
access to land and inclusive development.  Resource Rights partners focus on food sovereignty, 
agrarian reform, sustainable agriculture, income generation for family farmers, equitable access 
to natural resources, diversified food production, and countering the negative social and 
environmental impacts of agrofuels.  Geographically, the program is centered on the northeast, 
an impoverished region that has received little development assistance.   
 
Grassroots is currently providing support to five organizations in Brazil: 
 
1)  The Landless Workers Movement (MST), Latin America's largest popular social 
movement, is at the forefront of social action for comprehensive agrarian reform and food 
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sovereignty. The MST works with landless peasants to identify and settle on underutilized land, 
gain legal title to their reclaimed land and then bring it into productive use. Through the MST's 
efforts, close to 350,000 families have been settled on 17 million acres of land (approximately 
the size of Massachusetts) and another 200,000 families are living in encampments, awaiting 
settlement. The MST is also one of the most powerful peasant and landless workers movements 
in Brazil and it plays a vital leadership role within the Via Campesina.  
 
Projects for 2008: 

• MST - National Agroecology Training Project:  The Landless Workers Movement has 
adopted agroecological methods nationally in in all of its settlements across the 23 states 
where they work. Through this program, the MST provides learning opportunities on 
agroecological development for its members as well as for representatives of other 
peasant movements in Latin America. The MST also participates in the Latin American 
School of Agroecology (LASA).  

• MST-Maranhão – Base Organizing and Leadership Development: Through this 
project, MST trainers will conduct leadership development training for 180 leaders in 
camps and settlements.  Grassroots has funded this training program for three years. Over 
the past year the number of families in camps awaiting settlement in Maranhão has 
increased by 100% and thus the program will expand again to train a new cohort of camp 
leaders. 

• MST-Pernambuco – Human Rights Training and Defense: Historically, the human 
rights situation in the state of Pernambuco has been dire, due to a backlash against 
flourishing land reform activism which is opposed by the traditional landed elite. 
Grassroots supports legal training and a small legal team. 

 
2)  The Movement of Small Farmers (MPA) is a grassroots organization that advocates for the 
adoption of a sustainable agriculture model that respects the culture of the countryside and the 
environment.  The MPA helps small-scale farmers generate sufficient income to support their 
families and to produce healthy food for all Brazilians. Since its formation in 1996, in the state of 
Rio Grande do Sul, MPA’s work has spread throughout Brazil and it is currently in 19 Brazilian 
states. 
 
Project for 2008: 

• Creole Seeds Program: The Brazilian Movement of Family Farmers is expanding a 
successful initiative that encourages the production, growth and distribution of local 
seeds. Through the Creole Seeds Program, the MPA protects local genetic materials from 
disappearing and markets organic heirloom or Creole seeds, thus contributing to agro-
biodiversity and the sustainability of the livelihoods of thousands of small-scale farmers.  

 
3)  The Association in the Settlement Areas of the State of Maranhão (ASSEMA) exists to 
help rural families, especially women-led families, who struggle to remain on and make a living 
from land gained through land reform. An association of rural workers, it provides technical 
support to settler and Afro-Brazilian Quilombola families, helping them implement small-scale 
family agriculture and production. The association works with the Women’s Union of Babacu 
(Native Coconut) Breakers to harvest and process the babacu nuts and also organizes 
communities to lobby for a more equitable distribution of resources and reverse the inequities 
that have kept the poor in Maranhão hungry for generations.   
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Project for 2008: 
• Consolidation of Agro-ecological Farming Model tailored to Maranhão’s 

Ecosystem:  First begun in 1999, this project strengthens organic farming, production of 
grains, and harvesting of diverse nut and fruit bearing plants by employing 
agroecological farming principles tailored to Maranhão’s ecosystem.  Grassroots 
International supports women babaçu nut breakers to prevent landowners from felling 
babacu trees and win the right-of-way to harvest the abandoned nuts on private property..  

 
4)  Pólo Sindical is a federation of rural workers’ unions striving to improve living conditions in 
Pernambuco. Their work includes putting pressure on the government to abide by resettlement 
accords, preserving the environment of the São Francisco River, applying economic and 
sustainable irrigation techniques, training workers in animal husbandry, and crop diversification.  
Polo Sindical also works to improve awareness within the community about gender equality and 
provides leadership training for community members.   
 
Project for 2008:  

• Agroecological Development in Semi-Arid Areas: For five years Grassroots 
International has supported Pólo’s Sindical’s work to prevent hunger and eliminate 
poverty in the drought-stricken area of the Brazilian semi-arid region. Currently, Pólo is 
developing agroecological practices of soil and water conservation (such as underground 
dams) and supporting the diversification of food production. Polo is also training 
communities to use appropriate technologies to preserve their environment and increase 
their income-generation capacities.   

 
5)  Social Network for Justice and Human Rights (Rede Social): Rede Social focuses on 
research, advocacy and action to guarantee the economic, social, cultural, civil and political 
human rights of Brazil’s politically and economically marginalized populations. Rede’s main 
objective is the promotion and protection of the human rights of rural social movements in 
Brazil. The creation of Rede Social was a result of an alliance-building process with dozens of 
non-governmental organizations and social movements in Brazil, including rural workers, 
indigenous movements, youth and Afro-Brazilian organizations as well as several local human 
rights groups. Rede Social has been a leading organization in the agrofuels debate in Brazil and 
across the Latin American region, documenting and speaking out about human rights violations 
of rural workers and displaced rural families.   
 
Project for 2008: 

• Human Rights Defense and Resistance to Agrofuels: Rede Social plays an important 
role in the legal defense and human rights education of rural social movements in Brazil. 
It also includes communications work and networking with national and international 
human rights organizations. Two important components of this project are research and 
monitoring of the impacts of large-scale industrial production of agrofuels and training of 
affected communities, including emergency missions to conflict areas, training courses in 
national and international human rights defense mechanisms, and on-site assistance to 
grassroots movements.  

 
 
Haitian Resource Rights Partners and Projects 
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Despite the fact that Haiti has many natural resources and a history as the richest colony in the 
Western Hemisphere, the people of Haiti continue to be deprived of justice, peace and 
prosperity.  Civil and political rights exist on paper but human rights violations abound, and a 
corrupt and ineffectual justice system is unable to address the crisis.  Indicators point to dire 
poverty: 10% of Haitian children die before their fifth birthday and 81% of the rural population 
lives in absolute poverty.  
 
Through the Haiti Program, Grassroots is endeavoring to help eliminate hunger, build food 
sovereignty and increase social justice in Haiti.  The objectives of the program are to promote 
sustainable food production and its equitable distribution; to foster opportunities for community-
based economic development, especially for women; to strengthen grassroots communities’ 
capacities to become the authors of their own development; and to contribute to the restoration of 
Haiti’s natural environment as a key component of food security or food sovereignty.  
 
Grassroots International currently provides support to the following four Haitian partner 
organizations: 
 
1)  The Peasant Movement of Papaye (MPP) is the oldest peasant association in Haiti.  The 
MPP conducts a broad range of autonomous development activities to improve peasants’ quality 
of life. In 2008, Grassroots International will support two of the MPP’s endeavors:  the 
Agroforestry and Reforestation, Prevention of Erosion, and Organic Agriculture project and the 
Food Sovereignty Advocacy project.  
 
Projects for 2008: 

• Agroforestry and Reforestation, Prevention of Erosion, and Organic 
Agriculture: Grassroots’ support to MPP’s community and economic development 
projects aims to increase food production in the Central Plateau through reforestation, 
soil conservation and organic agricultural production programs. This reforestation and 
re-capitalization project is part of a broader agroforestry program. 

• Food Sovereignty Advocacy Project: Since 2006 MPP has been engaged in building 
food sovereignty networks and organizing peasants to work on a platform and 
proposal for food sovereignty in Haiti.  We anticipate funding the MPP’s Food 
Sovereignty Advocacy work that involves direct or grassroots lobbying as a separate 
project in order to comply with the IRS’ 501h regulations and stay within our 
lobbying limits. 

 
2)  The National Congress of Papaye Peasant Movement (MPNKP) is Haiti’s largest and 
most broad-based national peasant organization—they represent the first successful step toward a 
national peasant movement in Haiti.  Grassroots’ support to the MPNKP focuses on the Creole 
Pig Repopulation project. The Creole pig was once the Haitian peasant’s most important 
economic asset, but the entire population was eradicated over 20 years ago under US pressure 
when swine fever hit the Caribbean. The MPNKP is now reintroducing this life-giving asset. 
Grassroots International has produced a moving documentary on the eradication of the Creole 
pig and its current reintroduction.  
 
Project for 2008: 

• Creole Pig Repopulation: The past few years of Grassroots International’s support 
for the Creole Pig project has helped repopulate the rural peasant milieu with hardy 
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Creole pigs through their purchase from breeding centers, as well as their breeding 
and distribution to grassroots peasant group organized into cooperatives. Training is 
provided in basic veterinary care and feeding for fattening as well as in financial 
management of collectively held resources. This project not only re-establishes a 
valued economic resource in the Haitian countryside, it also provides a vehicle 
through which peasant groups, including those formed by women and youth, can 
build skills and become better organized and self-reliant.  

 
3)  The Haitian Platform to Advocate Alternative Development (PAPDA) is a coalition of 
nine Haitian organizations working together to construct and promote sustainable, equitable and 
culturally appropriate development models for Haiti. PAPDA is currently concentrating its work 
in several areas, including food security, debt relief and alternative development planning.  
 
Project for 2008: 

• Food Sovereignty Campaign and Agroecological Pilot Programs with Local 
Peasant Associations: This project involves two pilot zones, one in the Southeast and 
one in the Northwest of Haiti, where the PAPDA is operating model agroecological 
programs featuring learning exchanges with the Cuban National Association of Small 
Farmers (ANAP) and local peasant associations. PAPDA has drawn upon these 
demonstration projects to advocate for rural development policy change and food 
sovereignty strategies for Haiti at both the national and international levels.  We 
anticipate that in 2008 we will fund PAPDA’s Food Sovereignty Advocacy work that 
involves direct or grassroots lobbying as a separate project in order to comply with 
the IRS’ 501h regulations and stay within our lobbying limits.   

 
4)  The Platform of Haitian Human Rights Organizations (POHDH), founded in 1991, is a 
coalition of nine of Haiti's foremost human rights bodies. The coalition trains people at the 
grassroots level around the country to work within their communities on human rights.  
Community members learn how to document human rights offenses and submit them to the 
Platform for follow-up. POHDH also educates Haitians about their rights, including specific 
groups such as women and children. The strategic aims are to improve human rights monitoring 
for policy and procedural change, and to improve assistance to victims and end the culture of 
impunity.  
 
Project for 2008: 

• Haiti Human Rights Promotion:  POHDH works to strengthen the coordination 
among Haitian human rights groups and to make a concrete contribution to the 
resolution of ongoing human rights violations by:  strengthening its national network 
of local human rights monitors; increasing its capacity to demand judicial reforms and 
action on the part of judicial institutions; increasing access to the judicial system; 
improving coordination with international human rights organizations and providing 
credible reporting to national and international audiences on the human rights 
situation in Haiti; and carrying out a broad public communications campaign against 
impunity and developing a national culture of respect for human rights. 

 
Mesoamerican Resource Rights Partners and Projects 
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In 2006, Grassroots International completed an assessment of the Mexico Program.  The 
assessment was intended to better align the program with the directions and goals laid out in the 
strategic plan and the resource rights rationale. The current Mesoamerica program rationale is a 
result of this internal assessment.  The new rationale outlines a larger geographic focus – 
stretching south beyond Mexico -  that incorporates Central America partnerships established 
through expanded resource rights grant making, while laying out a more thematically focused 
program supporting rural indigenous and peasant organizations that struggle to defend rights to 
land and water, and to develop successful local agricultural and development alternatives.  This 
regional program supports cross-border work from Southern Mexico throughout Central 
America. 
 
Grassroots International is currently providing support to the following six organizations in 
Mexico: 
 
1) The Center to Support the Popular Movement of Oaxaca (CAMPO) is building an 
important model for alternative integrated development in indigenous communities in Oaxaca. 
CAMPO provides technical support and training to a variety of community-based projects aimed 
at: helping indigenous family farmers move away from unsustainable practices; defending 
collective land tenure rights; organizing indigenous communities; and strengthening the skills of 
the community members.  
 
Project for 2008: 

• Micro-regional Sustainable Development: Through a series of consultations with 
33 communities in seven municipalities that geographically and economically 
constitute a micro-region in the Chinantla Alta and the Mazateca Alta, CAMPO 
formulates multi-year community-based sustainable development plans that include 
both infrastructure improvement and income-generating activities aimed at combating 
the enormous economic and social crisis in southern Mexico. These development 
plans include efforts to increase food production and, as a result, have profound 
impacts on improving local health. They include fish farming, poultry production, 
reforestation, fruit tree seedling nurseries, building roads that link remote areas to 
markets, improvement of housing stock, potable water delivery systems, alternative 
energy sources and sanitary latrine construction. 

 
2) The Oaxaca State Coffee Producers Network (CEPCO) works with largely indigenous 
coffee-growing families to fortify their economic wellbeing. Oaxaca has one of the highest rates 
of rural out-migration in Mexico. CEPCO has been instrumental in strengthening organic coffee 
production among members and in diversifying the local economic base in an effort to ensure 
that local indigenous communities can stay on their traditional collectively owned land.  
 
Project for 2008: 

Organic Agriculture Training and Backyard Organic Gardens: Using a model farm 
established in 2000, CEPCO’s skill-building training programs have educated women in 
the practices of organic agriculture, fish farming and animal husbandry. This strategy, 
targeted to both individual women and women’s organizations through training-of-
trainer’s methods, fosters economic and food security. In 2007, CEPCO successfully: 
established eleven community training plots as sample family vegetable gardens for the 
production of vegetables; trained community women on production of ten different types 
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of vegetables; and supported100 family production units in eleven different communities.  
In order to ensure the success of this program, CEPCO staff carried out training 
workshops and provided technical support visits to the communities where the pilot 
example modules were established. In 2008, Grassroots will support the ongoing program 
in the initial communities and its expansion to new indigenous coffee producing 
communities.  
 

3) The National Union of Autonomous Regional Peasant Organizations (UNORCA) is a, 
non-profit, non-partisan national network of Mexican campesino and indigenous farming 
organizations, established in 1985.  With about 1,400 regional member organizations and about 
200,000 producers in 27 Mexican states, UNORCA represents a large and diverse constituency 
of farmers and indigenous communities in Mexico. In addition to its national agenda, UNORCA 
is part of a growing global farmers movement - the Vía Campesina - which struggles for a 
sustainable and farmer-oriented agriculture, for a dignified life in the countryside, and for 
people’s food sovereignty.  
 
Since 1985 UNORCA has provided technical assistance in natural resource management, 
marketing, and elaboration of projects and programs for productive enterprises, rural 
development, human and indigenous rights, and agrarian issues for peasant and indigenous 
farmers’ organizations. In more than 20 states where UNORCA is present, they provide support 
and financing for agricultural, livestock, forestry, agro-industrial and fisheries projects.  
 
Projects for 2008: 

• National Campesino and Indigenous Movement Building Project  Grassroots 
International is supporting UNORCA to implement a multi-year education, alliance 
building and mobilization campaign from 2007- 2009 that is focused on changing 
agrarian policies and aimed at pushing the renegotiation of the agriculture provisions 
of NAFTA. The components of the campaign in 2008 will consist of:  engaging like 
minded academics in participatory research with rural small producers; developing 
reports that will be shared with indigenous and campesino groups in regional forums; 
contribute to the development of proposed alternatives and policy proposals.  These 
local groups will also be organized to pressure government entities to change agrarian 
policies and to push for re-negotiation of NAFTA.   UNORCA also works closely 
with their counterparts in Canada and the US. 

 
4)  The Union of Organizations of the Sierra Juarez of Oaxaca (UNOSJO) is a new partner 
for Grassroots International.  UNOSJO is a Zapotec indigenous organization, established in 1990 
by 26 regional and community-based indigenous campesino organizations in the Juarez 
Mountains.  UNOSJO works to promote and defend the rights of the indigenous communities in 
the region, to foster locally controlled environmentally and culturally appropriate development 
and to defend resource rights (including the protection of the forests, watersheds and collective 
indigenous land rights.)   
 
UNOSJO has also been the leading indigenous voice in efforts to prevent the spread of GMO 
corn in the Oaxacan countryside, and undertook the research to detect the first traces of GMO 
corn in the Zapotec communities.  UNOSJO is an active participant in the CNI – National 
Indigenous Congress, the Network in Defense of Corn, and in COMDA – the Mexican Coalition 
in Defense of Water.   
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Project for 2008:  

• Building Zapotec Territorial Autonomy: UNOSJO is working through community 
radio, community workshops and regional forums to stimulate a process of education, 
reflection and organizing in the Zapotec communities of the Juarez Mountains of 
Oaxaca. This educational program is designed to permit Zapotecs to assess the real 
threats posed by globalization to their control over the natural resources in their 
territories. This is a three year project involving education and organizing that aims to 
develop a Zapotec strategy to defend the territory and natural resources of the Sierra 
Juarez Mountains. UNOSJO is also working closely with our partners CAMPO and 
SER Mixe on developing sustainable agroecological production methods and the 
development of community statutes to defend communal property rights in Zapotec 
territories.   

 
5)  Mixe Peoples Services (SER Mixe) is a new partner for Grassroots International.  SER Mixe 
is an indigenous organization serving the Mixe people in their territory, which is comprised of 19 
municipalities in Northwestern Oaxaca.  It is a remote area where access to the communities in 
the varied topographical and ecological zones is difficult.  The total population of the Mixes 
numbers approximately 130,000. The organization's work, begun in 1979, was consolidated in 
1984 when the Assembly of Mixe Authorities established an independent organism called 
Commission of Support for Mixe Affairs to revitalize the organization's work. This commission 
became an association with legally recognized status in 1988 called Servicios del Pueblo Mixe 
(SER Mixe). 

SER Mixe currently works on legal affairs, economic development, culture and education.  Its 
areas of focus include women, communications and political policies.  Since SER is a non-
governmental indigenous social organization, it is supported by organizations of the different 
communities of Mixe people, including 17 local organizations and 29 working groups. 
Professionals, social researchers and technical advisors (consultants) support the organization's 
work. Like UNOSJO, SER Mixe is active in the CNI – National Indigenous Congress - and is 
connected to the international indigenous movement through participation in the Red de 
Información Indígena or Indigenous Information Network.  

SER Mixe promotes the strengthening of collective land rights and supports the recognition of 
the Mixe people as an autonomous nation with the right to their own territory, culture and 
identity.    

Project for 2008: 

• Land and Water Rights Defense Project:  This project supports SER Mixe’s work 
in defense of indigenous territorial land and water rights in various Mixe 
municipalities where long-standing land conflicts exist. This project contributes to 
rural and agrarian justice through training and conflict resolution skills-building, as 
well as legal assistance. In addition, SER Mixe provides training in the development 
and formulation of community statutes as instruments through which communal 
property rights may be defended and community norms established, contributing to 
the territorial reconstitution of the Mixe, Mixtec and Zapotec peoples. Through this 
project, SER Mixe will create a data base regarding the legal situation of water rights 
and access in Mixe, Mixteca and Zapotec communities.  Community control over 
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land and water resources is a necessary condition for the existence of the indigenous 
peoples in this region.  The conflict resolution techniques developed and used by the 
Mixe peoples have been judged effective by Mixtec and Zapotec peoples of the 
northern and southern Oaxacan mountain regions, thus these communities have 
requested that SER work with them toward a similar means of agrarian land conflict 
resolution.  

 
6)  Enlace Civil: Enlace Civil was founded in 1996 at the request of autonomous indigenous 
communities in Chiapas in order to build a bridge between the indigenous movement in Chiapas 
and the national and international civil society.  In order to respond to this need, Enlace Civil 
formed a multidisciplinary group of professionals in different fields who pledged respect for the 
decisions and criteria established by indigenous people. All of the projects that Enlace Civil 
promotes and implements respond to the expressed needs of their community members as 
developed through indigenous local governance structures – also known as the Juntas de Buen 
Gobierno. The organization does not offer projects to communities; rather, it conveys 
community interests and demands and serves as a bridge to those in Mexico and in the 
international community who wish to participate with them in the creation of better living 
conditions for indigenous people. 
 
Project for 2008: 

• Agroecology Training and Food Production: Through training and technical 
assistance, Grassroots International’s project with Enlace Civil supports the 
dissemination of agroecological practices in autonomous communities in Chiapas.  Once 
trained, the members of the municipal production commissions provide on-site field 
accompaniment to production collectives in seven autonomous municipalities in the 
Chiapan lower highlands region. This project allows the autonomous indigenous 
communities to diversify and improve food production through the implementation of 
environmentally sound practices of sustainable agriculture.   

 
GUATEMALA  
Grassroots is currently providing support to the following organization in Guatemala: 
    
The National Coordination of Indigenous Peoples and Campesinos (CONIC) was 
established to promote sustainable and self-managed development at the national level, from the 
point of view of the rights of indigenous peoples, especially the Maya People.  CONIC promotes 
and strengthens organizations of indigenous communities with the goal of helping them build 
political and economic power. CONIC works in departments located in the north, west and south 
of Guatemala in 375 communities totalling 200,000 individual members. 
 
CONIC’s overall objectives are:  

• To support the implementation of the peace agreements which ended the civil war and 
other international agreements, in particular International Labor Organization’s 
Agreement 169, as a means to promote rural development and the rights of the 
indigenous people. 

• To launch, in coordination with other organizations, a model of rural development and of 
agrarian reform, based on the recovery of land oriented by the Maya cosmovision or view 
of the world. 

• To promote citizen participation using the organizing power of indigenous communities.  
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• To promote a gendered perspective in the activities and proposals of CONIC at all levels. 
 
Project for 2008:  

• Leadership Development and Movement Building: Grassroots has funded CONIC 
since 2006.  This project focuses on leadership development and training, particularly for 
Mayan women and youth; improving the capacity of emerging leaders; and guaranteeing 
the renewal of leadership within this important indigenous-campesino social movement. 

 
NICARAGUA  
Grassroots is currently providing support to the following organization in Nicaragua: 
 
1)  The Association of Rural Workers (ATC) represents the Via Campesina in Nicaragua. 
Founded in 1978, the ATC champion the interests of over 50,000 campesino and landless rural 
workers families, organized in cooperatives, small landholding associations and unions. With the 
ATC, the Via Campesina Central American Region has developed a training center in Nicaragua 
offering intensive training to members of the Via Campesina from across Central America. This 
Center enables the Via Campesina Central American Region (Via-CA) to train and organize 
rural farmers from the region, both by bringing representatives to Nicaragua for training and by 
deploying trainers to other countries. Most recently, in order to improve the quality of training, a 
coordinating body has been formed and a new curriculum has been piloted. The ATC, from its 
base in Managua, Nicaragua, will sponsor participants from other Vía member organizations to 
attend four courses at the Training Center per year.  Specifically, ATC will work with:  

1. Asociación de Pequeños y Medianos Productores de Panamá (APEMEP) in Panamá 
2. Mesa Nacional Campesina (MNC) in Costa Rica 
3. Consejo Coordinador de Organizaciones Campesinas de Hondureñas (COCOCH) in 

 Honduras  
4. Bloque Agropecuario in El Salvador 
5. Consejo Nacional de Campesinos e Indígenas (CONIC) in Guatemala 

 
These organizations are leading peasant and small farmer organizations in five Central American 
countries.  In addition to collaborating with these organizations in Panamá, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, El Salvador and Guatemala, the ATC will train representatives from peasant 
organizations in Belize. 
 
Project for 2008: 

• Via Campesina-CA Training and Leadership Development: Grassroots supports 
training for leadership development and strategic work meetings of campesino, 
indigenous and afro-descendent organizations at the Central American Campesino and 
Indigenous School (Escuela Campesina e Indígena de Centro America). The training and 
strategy sessions tackle issues of agrarian reform and food sovereignty in the region and 
are a joint production of the Via Campesina Central America and the Latin American 
Coordination of Campesino Organizations, the ATC and the MINGA Informativa of the 
Latin America Information Network, which helps build Via organizations’ 
communications and media capacities.  

 
HONDURAS  
Grassroots is currently providing support to the following organization in Honduras: 
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1)  Honduran Coordinating Council of Campesino Organizations (COCOCH) is a lead 
member organization of the Via Campesina and the fiscal agent for the Via Campesina Central 
America Regional Coordination.  

Project for 2008:  
• Via Campesina Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform: Grassroots is currently 

funding COCOCH as the fiscal agent for the Via Campesina Central America’s regional 
work on the Global Campaign for Agrarian Reform (GCAR).  During 2007, CGAR 
engaged in important follow-up activities related to the last International forum on 
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) held in Porto Alegre, Brazil in 
March 2006 where the platform of peasant, indigenous and other traditional communities 
for comprehensive agrarian reform was put forward and adopted.  

 
In 2008, the goals of CGAR are to accompany peasant and indigenous groups within the Via 
Campesina working for agrarian reform in Latin America, Africa and Asia by providing strategy 
development support for national organizations; conducting learning exchange/experience 
programs to support and strengthen the struggle for landless peasants and rural workers; and 
monitoring and reporting on human rights violations against peasants who are fighting for land 
reform.  
  
Middle East Resource Rights Partners and Projects 
 
Our Middle East Program is one of Grassroot’s oldest programs and, at the core of why 
Grassroots’ exists today. In 2006, Grassroots International completed an assessment and revised 
the rationale of the Palestine Program, so as to bring the program more in line with the directions 
and goals laid out in our strategic plan and the Resource Rights rationale. The assessment and 
rationale process has lead to a smaller, more focused program. It has also meant adopting a goal 
of slowly regionalizing the program, and partnering with two new organizations, including one 
Arab Israeli organization inside the green line in Israel. 
 
Grassroots sees the struggle for resource rights as vibrant and critical to a just peace in the 
Middle East. Land and water inequities have been at the core of the Palestine/Israel conflict from 
its very origins and equal control of these resources is critical for viable Palestinian livelihoods 
and an enduring peace with justice. Grassroots International is in a unique position to support 
Palestinian land and water rights and thereby preserve the Palestinian national identity, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and a peaceful future with Israel.  
 
Grassroots International’s five partners in Palestine include the following: 
 
1)  The Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC), established in 1983, has become 
a leading NGO in the field of rural development, environmental protection and women’s 
empowerment.  They work with approximately 60,000 rural and marginalized Palestinians. 
PARC promotes sustainable development and aims to build greater food security at the 
household, community and territorial levels.  
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Project for 2008: 

• Urban Agriculture: PARC works with women head of households to use rooftops, 
backyards and small scraps of land between buildings for gardening and animal 
husbandry. The women are provided with vegetable and fruit seeds and seedlings as well 
as breeding rabbits. To ensure the gardens’ viability, PARC works with participants to 
construct irrigation networks and install protective fencing for the plots. All of the project 
participants receive intensive technical training and follow-up in addition to supplemental 
informational workshops and educational materials. Creative techniques such as 
rainwater capture, grey water treatment and reuse, the use of organic materials for 
compost, staggered planting seasons and small rooftop greenhouses enable households to 
produce food for consumption and for sale in the local markets while minimizing the 
negative impact on the natural environment and precious water resources.  

 
2)  The Stop the Wall Campaign is a coalition of Palestinian non-governmental organizations 
and community-based committees that mobilize and coordinate efforts on local, national and 
international levels. Their efforts are focused on stopping and dismantling the Separation Wall in 
the West Bank, resisting Israeli occupation and defending Palestinian communities’ rights to 
their land and water. The work of the Campaign is rooted entirely within grassroots movements 
and it serves as the coordinating medium through which local communities can strengthen their 
calls for support and justice. 
 
Project for 2008: 

• Strengthening Analysis and Empowering Women: This project aims to increase 
women’s understanding of the Wall’s impact within the affected communities, to build 
women’s mobilization and participation against it throughout the West Bank and to 
promote self-help activities such as harvesting brigades to help those villagers who 
cannot get to their fields. The Campaign will deepen research on the economic impact of 
the Wall, drawing together a group of researchers committed to the aims of the Campaign 
and experienced in socio-economic research and analysis. In addition, the Campaign will 
build its grassroots base by organizing and mobilizing women from the affected areas 
through awareness raising, leadership training and fostering networking opportunities.   

 
3)  The Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) is one of Grassroots’ newest 
partners. UAWC was established in 1986 in response to the social and economic situation faced 
by Palestinian farmers as a result of the Israeli occupation, which has caused agricultural 
marginalization and depleted land and water resources. UAWC works in five main areas, 
emphasizing sustainable development rather than emergency and relief projects. They create 
work opportunities, develop rural areas and communities, connect youth to the land, and develop 
women's skills and capacities. UAWC projects have included water and land reclamation and 
development, food security projects, digging and rehabilitating wells, gray water education and 
income generation.  
 
Projects for 2008: 

• Securing the Rights of Farmers: UAWC will continue to promote farmers’ rights 
through organizing, capacity building and sustainable agriculture projects to improve the 
lives and livelihoods of farming families and secure their hold on their land. The project 
activities include: the formation of agricultural work committees; the provision of 
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agricultural training and extension services; promoting cooperation and collective work 
among farmers, including cultivating a variety of crops, water resources management and 
environmental awareness, the construction of agricultural roads, water cisterns and 
retaining walls; and the distribution of seedling plants in order to improve food security 
in target communities. 

• Women’s Empowerment Project: By working with women leaders, the UAWC will 
identify community and individual needs and provide training in small-scale enterprises. 
UAWC will provide training on gender issues, leadership and vocational skills, project 
management, and women’s rights.  In addition, the women beneficiaries will participate 
in one economic project ranging from: bee breeding for honey production, raising poultry 
for egg production, sustainable fruit and vegetable gardens, sheep-raising or dairy cattle 
breeding.   

 
4)  The Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR) works to protect human rights, promote 
the rule of law, and advance democracy.  PCHR has gained an international reputation as an 
independent voice on human rights vis-à-vis both Israel and the Palestinian Authority.  Among 
PCHR’s activities are human rights documentation, legal aid to victims of violations and public 
policy advocacy.   
 
Project for 2008: 

• Protection of Palestinian Land and Property Rights: This project aims to solidify 
Palestinian land and property rights, to reduce violations against these rights and to 
ensure the restoration of land and property to their Palestinian owners. This will be 
achieved through monitoring and documentation, legal assistance and representation, and 
international advocacy.     

 
5)  The Palestinian Medical Relief Society (PMRS) is the largest health-care related agency in 
Palestine and carries out a variety of programs, including organizing village health committees, 
mobile health clinics and first aid training while offering models for national health care 
delivery. Grassroots coordinates material aid shipments of medical supplies and medicines to the 
PMRS for distribution to their clinics and hospitals throughout the West Bank and Gaza. 
 
ISRAEL 
Grassroots International’s partner in Israel is: 
1)  The Ahali Center for Community Development, a new Grassroots International partner.  
Ahali, meaning “people in community,” is an independent organization established in 1999 to 
strengthen grassroots participation of Palestinian citizens of Israel through community 
organizing, community development, and social and economic empowerment of rural and 
marginalized groups in their struggle for full citizenship and minority rights.   
 
Project for 2008:  
Developing the Batouf: A Community Empowerment Project:  In 2007, Ahali began a six-
year project to rehabilitate the Batouf Valley area, a rich agricultural area in Israel’s north where 
the majority of land holders are small-scale Palestinian farmers. A goal of this project is to 
pressure the Israeli government to make good on its promises to complete a drainage and 
irrigation project. The primary goal of the project is to ensure the retention and viability of these 
lands. The project will focus on the empowerment of Palestinian farmers in two Galilee villages, 
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Arabe and Sakhnin, organizing and mobilizing the area’s farmers’ organizations, providing 
agricultural training and capacity building, and lobbying and advocacy efforts.  
 
The Eritrea Human Rights and Democracy Initiative 
 
The once-promising state of Eritrea, around whose independence and dynamic postwar 
development Grassroots International was built, has over the past decade slipped into a 
distressing cycle of war and domestic repression. This has forced us to end our long-standing 
partnerships there and close down our work within the country. Nevertheless, due both to this 
legacy and to strong indications of a resurgent civil society movement among the Eritrean 
Diaspora, Grassroots remains engaged with Eritrea to support human rights and democracy 
projects that reflect the values and objectives of the original program.  
 
Grassroots supports the following organization as part of our Eritrean Human Rights and 
Democracy Initiative: 
 
The Eritrean Movement for Democracy and Human Rights (EMDHR), a group based in 
South Africa, was established in 2003 by a group of Eritrean students living in South Africa. It is 
an autonomous and ethnically diverse non-profit civic movement of Eritrean youth that strives 
for the advancement of human rights and democratic principles. EMDHR uses community 
education techniques to increase understanding and advocacy for the respect of human rights and 
rule of law with the ultimate aim of building a new society in which all Eritreans are empowered 
to exercise their basic rights in order to live their lives in dignity. 
 
Project funded in 2007 and proposed in 2008: 

• International Seminar - Eritrean Atrocities & Peaceful Solutions: Passive 
Resistance and Social Transformation: EMDHR, War Resisters’ International and the 
Eritrean Anti-Militarist Initiative will hold a seminar and non-violence workshop in 
Pretoria, South Africa in 2008. The seminar, entitled Eritrean Atrocities and Peaceful 
Solutions, will draw together individual human rights and peace activists and 
international non-violent civic organizations in an attempt to consolidate and strengthen 
peaceful and conciliatory campaigns against the increasing militarization in Eritrea.   

 
INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT BUILDING: GENERAL SUPPORT FOR THE VIA CAMPESINA 
 
Grassroots International is pleased to support one of the world’s largest social movements – the 
Via Campesina. In addition to supporting many Via Campesina affiliates – described above – we 
support the International Operational Secretariat to implement a four year strategic plan. The 
administrative center of the Via Campesina rotates and is currently located within the  
Indonesian Peasant Federation (FSPI) in Jakarta. Indonesia. 

 
The principal objective of the Via Campesina is to develop solidarity and unity among small 
farmer organizations in order to promote gender parity and social justice in fair economic 
relations; the preservation of land, water, seeds and other natural resources; food sovereignty; 
and sustainable agricultural production that supports the livelihoods of the world’s small and 
medium-sized producers. 
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Grassroots International’s support to the Via Campesina furthers the work of the following 
working groups:  

• Agrarian Reform 
• Food Sovereignty 
• Biodiversity and genetic resources 
• Human Rights 
• Sustainable peasant based agriculture  
• Migration and paid workers 
• Women and gender  
• Youth 

 
and advances the following action steps:   

• Achieve gender parity in Via Campesina decision-making structure and activities as well 
as women’s full participation in debates and decision-making 

• Support the formulation of strategic action plans in each region and the search for the 
necessary financial and human resources 

• Develop and implement an action plan for Africa 
• Support an action plan for the Central-West Asian region and northern Africa 
• Support the articulation and strengthening of the South Asian region. 

 
GLOBAL LYNX: CROSS-BORDER MOVEMENT BUILDING FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 
The Global Lynx program provides financial assistance to Grassroots International’s partner 
organizations in the Global South (primarily) and to U.S.-based allied organizations 
(secondarily), encouraging inter-organization learning and new methods of organizing and 
advocacy in the era of economic globalization. Specifically, the Global Lynx program increases 
opportunities for strategic collaboration, organizing, learning and movement-building among 
community-based organizations in the Global South and between them and their U.S. 
counterparts to work together on issues that advance their economic, social, cultural and political 
rights.   
 
Special funding priority through the Global Lynx program is given to: 1) GRI partners; and 2) 
initiatives that advance land and water rights in the Global South.  In 2007, through the Global 
Lynx Program GRI provided US$ 32,680 to a variety of short term initiatives or learning 
exchanges to support alliance and movement building. 
 
Examples of Global Lynx Projects funded in 2007: 

• Support for the Via Campesina International Delegation to the meeting with Zapatista 
autonomous communities in Mexico.  

• Travel support to members of MST-Pernambuco and MST-Maranhão to the Fifth 
National Congress of the Brazilian Landless Movement in Brasília.  

• Support for the participation of UNORCA’s International Relations Coordinator, Alberto 
Gomez and Rede’s Co-Director Maria Luisa Mendonça in the U.S. Social Forum and the 
Annual Conference of Sustainable Agriculture and Sustainable Food Systems Funders.  

• Travel grants to member organizations of the Via Campesina Central America and GRI’s 
Palestinian partner UAWC to attend the Forum on Food Sovereignty in Mali.  

• REDES Multilingual Radio Project’ Media Coverage of the Forum on Food Sovereignty. 
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• Movement (MST) members and its Haitian counterparts in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 
• Participation of representatives from the Rural Workers Association of Nicaragua (ATC) 

to attend organizational development training at the MST’s Florestan Fernandes National 
School in São Paulo, Brazil.  

 
2008 Priority Global Lynx Project: The Via Campesina’s 5th International Conference 
 
Grassroots International is seeking funding to send representatives from small farmer 
organizations around the world to the Via Campesina’s 5th International Conference. The Vía 
Campesina seeks to bring together a total of 500 delegates and 100 representatives of allied 
organizations.  30% of the delegates will be youth and 50% will be women. 
 
The overall goal of the meeting is to strengthen the Vía Campesina as an international peasant 
and farm movement so that it can better defend the interests of farming communities around the 
world and effectively build an alternative model of agricultural development.   
 
Specific objectives include: 

• Analyze changes in the international context affecting small farmers during the last 4 
years 

• Further develop strategies to affect policies affecting small farmers in governments and 
international institutions 

• Define a long term strategy regarding influencing the practices of agribusinesses 
• Finalize the International Charter of Peasant Rights 
• Update strategies and action plans 
• Strengthen alliance building through the participation of key social movements 
• in the Conference 
• Strengthen the Vía Campesina through the integration of new organizations, and in 

particular consolidate the participation of African organizations 
• Strengthen the overall participation of women and youth. There will be assemblies for 

women and youth prior to the general conference. 
 
ADVOCACY GRANTS  
Opting for the IRS’ 501H status has meant that in 2007 Grassroots began funding direct and 
grassroots lobbying in the United States to support changes in policies that affect our overseas 
partners as well as our U.S. allies.  To date, we have funded the following organizations for 
direct and grassroots lobbying: 

National Family Farm Coalition - farmer lobbying on the US Farm Bill 
Missouri Rural Crisis Center - lobbying to protect against the GMO crops 
Rebuilding Alliances –lobbying to end the closure of Gaza and the occupation of 
Palestine territories 
Code Pink – grassroots lobbying to end the war in Iraq and impact Climate Change 
 

DONOR ADVISED FUNDS 
Grassroots International houses two donor advised funds – the Presente Fund and Sharing the 
Harvest Fund  that allow us to work closely with donors to identify organizations working on 
projects that align closely with GRI’s mission.  Examples include: 

Via Campesina International Secretariat- Indonesia  
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Peasant Unity Committee (CUC) – Guatemala  
National Confederation of Campesino Organizations (CNOC) – Guatemala  
Institute of the Jubilee South Network of Brazil   
Jenin Freedom Theatre – Palestine  
Via Campesinas North American Secretariat through CECCAM- Mexico  
The Mexican Alliance fro the Self-determination of its Peoples (AMAP) 
Center for Economic and Political Research for Community Action (CIEPAC) 
The National Family Farm Coalition  
Public Citizen 
Vets4Vets 
Military Families Speak Out 
Institute for Policy Studies 
Code Pink 
Oakland Institute 
Missouri Rural Crisis Center 
50 Years is Enough 
 

If you are interested in more information about establishing a donor advised fund at Grassroots 
International, please contact Daniel Moss at dmoss@grassrootsonline.org. 

 
 

Thank you for your interest in our programs. Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
questions or comments. May we all work hard in 2008 to bring peace and  

justice to the world! 


