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WHO DECIDES ABOUT GLOBAL FOOD AND NUTRITION?  
Strategies to Regain Control 

 
 

The Right to Food and Nutrition Watch 2012 focuses on exposing who is really in control of 
decision and policy-making when it comes to food and nutrition. It analyzes the chain of power to 
ultimately unravel the structural causes underlying the millions of cases of hunger and 
malnutrition that are currently affecting a large part of the world’s population. 
 
The Right to Food and Nutrition Watch is divided in two parts: 
 

1. The first section presents a series of articles that analyze different international 
instruments that have been recently adopted, mainly due to the perseverance of civil 
society. These instruments represent an important step towards allowing communities to 
be part of policy-making and also offer further protection from human rights violations by 
establishing that States obligations are not only limited to their own territories. In this 
section, there are also articles that describe the severe gap there is between those who 
decide on how the markets function, such as speculators and corporations, and the 
effects their decisions have on the livelihoods of peasants and indigenous peoples.  
 

2. The second part of the Watch covers case studies from seven countries from all 
continents. There are examples of different inefficient legal frameworks and cases where, 
due to various social circumstances, the population’s rights are being violated. The rights 
and current state of indigenous peoples are thoroughly evaluated, as well as the 
worldwide negative impact of devoting land to agrofuels production. 

 
 
Six main conclusions flow from the Watch: 
 

1. Before you go hungry, you have already lost control. We can no longer accept future 
food emergencies, conflicts, riots or even chronic hunger as consequences of natural 
disasters or anonymous market failures. We understand that these phenomena, which 
lead to terrible living conditions for hundreds of millions of people, actually are caused by 
the loss of control of people over their food and nutrition, and are linked to peoples' 
struggle for their right to self-determination and food sovereignty.  
 

2. Participative governance on food security and nutrition is possible. With the reform 
of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) in 2009, an innovative way of inclusive 
governance has been established, with a particular breakthrough for those civil society 
groups that traditionally have been excluded from decision making processes on all 
levels: peasants, smallholder farmers, agricultural and food workers, artisanal fisherfolk, 
pastoralists, indigenous peoples, landless, urban poor, and, in each of these 
constituencies, women and youth. 

 
3. There is an ongoing trend of increased and unregulated influence of corporate and 

financial actors over global food and nutrition chains. This is intimately linked with 



financial speculation and the grabbing of natural resources. Actual food price volatility is 
essentially caused by speculation on financial markets, but the effect of volatile prices on 
real markets depends on how agribusiness influences the global value chains and global 
production networks. Agribusiness and nutrition companies effectively use the 
unregulated space for their profit-oriented purposes, or successfully use their influence in 
adjusting the rules to their interests and convenience.  

 
4. There is a worrying trend that lessons learned about the social determinants of 

nutrition are increasingly sidelined by well-funded global public private 
partnerships (PPP) that focus on direct short-term intervention strategies. While social 
determinants of nutrition correspond to the conditions in which people are born, grow, 
live, work, and age, including the circumstances regarding inequality of wealth and 
power, there is the clear tendency for company-driven strategies to replace the holistic 
approach by medicalized direct intervention, especially in the field of maternal, infant and 
young children’s health and nutrition. 

  
5. New and important human rights-based strategies to regain control have advanced 

in the last few years with long-lasting repercussions on food and nutrition. The 
longstanding struggle for indigenous peoples' rights and the substantial progress 
achieved by the UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Peoples is a telling example such 
as the new Guidelines on Responsible Governance on Tenure of Land, Fisheries and 
Forests, and the Maastricht Principles on extraterritorial obligations in the area of 
economic, social and cultural rights. 
 

6. The challenge ahead: Occupy political space and fight for the primacy of human 
rights. It is difficult to imagine a turnaround in policies on hunger without a fundamental 
change in the way social groups most affected by hunger and malnutrition are included in 
decision making. This is essentially a human rights struggle, focused on the promotion 
and protection of the right to adequate food within the context of the indivisibility of all 
human rights.  
 

For more information, and to download the report: www.rtfn-watch.org 
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